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President’s Corner 
—By Robert KASWSS 


How are your New Year's resolutions going? | 
made a little bit of progress towards trying some 
new things this year. | had my first QSO using 
the AM mode. | made some contacts in three 
different contests (all state QSO parties, more on 
this next month) in the same weekend and 
submitted logs for each. I'd never participated 
in any of these events before. 


These are tiny, little steps, but they do serve the 
purpose of mixing things up to pique my interest 
and keep me on the air. Pick something new, no 
matter how trivial and give it a shot. Then, send 
us a note so we can let others know what new 
and interesting things you are up to. 


DXers can't seem to talk about anything other 
than 3Y0J on Bouvet Island these days. The 
second most needed DXCC country (second only 
to North Korea) has driven pileups the likes of 
which we haven't seen in quite some time. This 
month we'll touch on some topics to give us all 
an idea about the location of the island, the 
effort to get there and the conditions the 
operators face. 


First, we'll have a short video describing Bouvet 
Island and its relative location on the planet. It's 
been called the most remote place on 

Earth. Afterwards we'll see a DXpedition video 


February 2023 


of an activation of a similarly remote Antarctic 
island, 3YOPI on Peter |. You won't have to be an 
avid DXer to appreciate the ordeals being faced 
by our fellows Hams in the Southern Ocean at 
this time. 


Another reminder that your yearly dues to 
VOMARC are due! Thanks to all members who 
have signed up. You can join in a couple of steps 
on the VOMARC web page. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, February 15, 2023, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: Bouvet Island Info and 3YOPI 
DXpedition Video 


Minutes of the Jan 18, 2023 
Meeting 


Present: KASWSS (Robert),KG6QNT (Eileen), 
KD6FIL(Dave), WD6BOR (Darrel), KM6URP 
(Kathy), N6LY (Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), KB6CLV 
(Simon), W1EJ (Ed), W8EWL (John), N7TSQ (Joe), 
WB6TMH (Mike), KEGHID (Andrew), WA6VAG 
(Chuck), KEGSM (Marc), N7PIB (Sanford), NJ6E 
(Stan), Dennis, NIDAY (David) 


BUSINESS AND OFFICER REPORTS 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter? 


OFFICER REPORTS 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Eileen, KG6QNT 
ACS LEAD - Moe, KI6JNU 

Flood activation went on for a week. 
Next ACS net Jan 23rd due to holidays 
VE LIAISON - Elizabeth, N6LY 


Upcoming tests: Jan 28, Apr 22 (Hamfest), Jul 29 
and Oct 28. 


Reservations required. 

RADIO OFFICER - Mike, WB6TMH 
Weekly Net Control 

This month - Robert, KASWSS 
Next month - Darrel, WD6BOR 


Need new net control ops for September and 
October 


TRUSTEE - Darrel, WD6BOR 


Hamfest- mailing labels ordered- combine 
hamfest announcement with membership drive? 
Hamfest flier for mailing? 


ACS net control for January and February? 
Newsletter shows Scott KJ6Q/Q for Feb & Mar 
and Jim K6UUW for April 


DXCC card checker for hamfest? 


’ll send job sheet out this week, (maybe) 
SECRETARY/TREASURER - Dave, KD6FIL 
$3279 in the bank. $273 to be paid to Ed. 


Membership renewals are due now. Renew at 
vomarc.org. 


Breakfast on Saturday at 7:30 AM. 
VICE PRESIDENT - Ed, W1EJ 
PRESIDENT - Robert, KASWSS 


Jan. VHF Contest - Saturday @ 5:00 PM 146.54 
MHz simplex 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Next month’s meeting topic: TBD 


MYSTERY BOX DRAWING - postponed until in- 
person meetings are possible and we can be 
sure COVID-19 is not one of the contents. Ed 
now has the mystery box for now. Will restart 
with Breakfasts. 


MEETING TOPIC - 630m-2200m Antennas, 
Radios and Who Is Out There - David Day 
(N1DAY) 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 
—By Elizabeth N6LY 


We had our first test session on Saturday, 
January 28. There was one candidate, who 
upgraded to General. Congratulations to 

Lew. You may hear him on our weekly nets, so 
please welcome him. 


Our next session will be on April 22, in 
conjunction with our HAM Fest. It's a good 
time to upgrade or get your new license and 
check out our swap for some good deals. 


Sponsor: Valley of the Moon ARC Time: 10:00 
AM. Reservations required. 


Contact: Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey (N6LY) Email: 
n6ly.emm (at) gmail.com 

Location: First Congregational Church of 
Sonoma, Spain Street, Sonoma 


Please reserve in advance if you want to join the 
hobby or move on to the next level. 


We will still be requiring masks and will 
seat candidates appropriately spaced. 


This is a testing session only, we don't 
offer classes or cram sessions. 


If you are testing for a new license, you will 
be required to pay a $35 fee to the FCC, in 
addition 


to the fee below, once you pass the test 
to receive your license and call sign. 


This does notapply to upgrades. 


Candidate Requirements: 


¢ A photo identification or (2) non-photo ID's 
e FCC Registration Number 


¢ Original and a photocopy of your current 
license (if licensed) 


e Any original valid CSCE's and a photocopy 
of each 


¢ Radiotelegraph license, if held (see VE) 
e Exam fee is $15.00, Under 18 is $5.00 
COVID-19 Requirements 


To ensure the health and safety of all applicants 
and examiners, for the duration of the COVID-19 


pandemic the following requirements also apply. 


There will be no exceptions to these 
requirements. 


All candidates must reserve a spot ahead 
of time via email. See contact info above. 
Sessions limited to ten applicants at a 
time. 

All participants must wear a mask 
(covering both the mouth and nose). 
Please bring your own pens and pencils. 
Chairs and desks will be sanitized before 
each session. 


Why Test With Us? 


Every candidate who takes an FCC examination 
with VOMARC is entitled to a free year's worth 
of membership in the club, regardless of 
whether you pass or not! Each applicant is also 
provided with a welcome kit of some helpful 
information on how to get started on their 
Amateur Radio adventure. 


Additional Sessions for 2023 


e Saturday, April 22 (in conjunction with our 
HAMFEST) 


e Saturday, July 29 
e Saturday, October 28 


On The Air 


e Carl (N6TTV) worked 170 QSOs, 160M 
through 10M during the North American QSO 
Party CW contest. Robert (KASWSS) made 44 
QSOs. That included stations in three states 
needed for his Worked All States CW award. 


e Sanford (N7PIB) has worked at least 3,019 
parks as part of the Parks on the Air (POTA) 
program. He's already received his certificate 
for working more than 3,000 parks. 


e Joe (N7TSQ) worked E51JD on Rarotonga in 
the Cook Islands on 10M. The high bands are 
picking up with Cycle 25! 


e = Robert (KAS5WSS) made 126 contacts 
during the January NA QSO Party Phone 
contest. Carl (N6TTV) made about 32 QSOs. 


e Robert (KASWSS) made 16 contacts during 
the January VHF Contest on 6M, 2M and 

70cm. No openings on 6M (a much more 
common occurrence in June) meant fewer 
contacts than he made last year. 


e = Carl (N6TTV) made 119 contacts in the CQ 
160 Meter CW contest, including several DX 
stations. Robert (KASWSS) made just a single 
contact, but it was with Jersey Island in the 
English Channel. 


e —_- Frank (KG6N) is the first known club 
member to work 3Y0J on Bouvet Island. 


e Robert (KASWSS) made 2 QSOs in the VT 
QSO Party, 14 QSOs in the MN QSO Party and 16 


QSOs in the BC QSO Party, all in the same 
weekend. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Shack Of The Month 


This is a photo of my current radio setup. From 
left to right lower shelf Yaesu FTDXSOOOMPL, 
Elecraft K3, P3. 2nd shelf Yaesu rotator control, 
Tentec Centaur 500w amp, third shelf Yaesu Ft 
2900 2m, Tentec 238B High power wide range 
antenna tuner under LDG Pro 2 1000 auto tuner. 


At the left end | have Alpha Delta radio and 
antenna switches. Basically, | have 2 stations, 
the first is the Yaesu on the left, the second is 
the Elecraft on the right with the P3 panadapter 
and the Tentec amplifier. Band changes or radio 
changes take a few seconds. 


Antennas are as follows: 160m Inverted L, 80m 
Inverted V, 40m 2 el yagi, 30m rotatable dipole, 
20, 15, 10 4 el trap yagi, 17/12 2 el trap yagi, and 
2 m ground plane. Yagi's are mounted on an 
AB577 military mast at 38 ft AGL. 


—Submitted by Carl (N6TTV) 


Net Notes 


| listen to a handful of nets during the week. 
Most are on 2 meters but one on 40 meters. | 
will tell you about the Crackerbarrel net on 40 
meters first. It starts at 7:30 am on 7.185.50. It's 
a check-in with a 73 round. It consists mostly of 
hams in the western U.S. checking-in and 


sometimes there is a topic but mostly it's 
random. Politics and religion are not discussed. 


There are four 2 meter nets | listen to often, if 
not daily. The first is the Contra Costa County 
over the hill net on the WA6KQB repeater. This 
net operates daily Monday through Friday at 
7:10 am on 145.110 -82.5. There is a fun trivia 
question every morning and a nice group of 
people. Check-ins usually range to about 10 - 12 
people. It's a fun net. Their website 

is WA6KQB.ORG. 


The next is the 9 AM Talk 

Net. SAMTALK.NET. It’s out of Palo Alto and on 
the N6NFI repeater. It operates at 9 AM 
Monday through Friday and it's casual dialogue 
about amateur radio and other assorted 

topics. Kristen McIntyre K6WX, who hosted a 
past zoom meeting for vomarc is the net control 
for Fridays net. 


The third net | listen to weekly is the Marin net 
on 146.700 on every Sunday at 10:00 am. It 
originates from three connected repeaters, Mt. 
Tam, Barnaby and Big Rock. Its net control 
operator is Steve KB6HOH from Novato and is 
followed by a tech-net. 


Finally, there is the Hopland net on 

145.700. They have two interesting nets. 
Tuesday at 7:30 is a tech-net and Thursday at 
7:30 is a swap-net. The reception is weak from 
this repeater and | don’t listen as often as | 
should. However, | do reach all of the other 
repeaters on 7.5 watts with the little Anyone 
878. 


—Submitted by Joe (N7TSQ) 


From The Archives 


Among Jim Hill's (K6UUW) things was this 
certificate for the ARRL DX Contest in 2011. First 
Place! But for what area? According to 

the ARRL's contest scores database it was first 
place in the SF section. He also placed #9 in the 


6th call area. His score of 89,100 was made with 
276 QSOs and 110 multipliers. 


The League sent another copy of the same 
certificate with the missing area qualifier. 
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—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


The Amateur's Code 


The original Radio Amateur's Code was 
written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 
1928. Still applicable today. 


The radio amateur is: 


CONSIDERATE... never knowingly operates in 
such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 


LOYAL... offers loyalty, encouragement, and 
support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the 
American Radio Relay League, through which 
amateur radio in the United States is 
represented nationally and internationally. 


PROGRESSIVE... with knowledge abreast of 
science, a well-built and efficient station and 
operation above reproach. 


FRIENDLY... slow and patient operating when 
requested; offers friendly advice and counsel to 
the beginner; kind assistance, cooperation, and 
consideration for the interests of others. These 
are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit. 


BALANCED... radio is an avocation, never 
interfering with duties owed to family, job, 
school, or community. 


PATRIOTIC... station and skills are always 
ready for service to country and community. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc 


e NJ6E is in the process of setting up a 6M 
WSPR beacon. 


e Club members' DXCC standings will be 
printed in the March edition of the 

newsletter. If you have unofficial totals you 
want published please send them in, otherwise 
we'll go with the official counts found online. 


e Andrew (KEG6HID) found some updated 
Sonoma County GMRS information on the 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs website. This 
includes a number of GMRS repeaters around 
the county. 


e Andrew also found a site with handy RFI 
tips and tricks as well as a handy video on 


programming an AnyTone HT for DMR on 
YouTube that you might find useful. 


e Your future smartphones may be capable 


of sending text messages from anywhere on 
Earth via low orbit satellites. 


e _ Researchers at Drexel University have 


developed a thin film spray coating that can 


block or allow passage of electromagnetic waves 
at the flip of a switch. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


QSL Card Inbox 


| had never heard American Samoa on the air 
until the recent K8H DXpedition that went there. 
During their operation | worked them on all 
bands from 40M through 10M using both CW 
and FT8. All 7 band slots have now been 
confirmed for this All Time New One. 
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| worked two Papua New Guinea stations in the 
1990s, both during the IARU HF Championship. But | 
never got around to getting them confirmed. 
The paper logs are nowhere to be found 

now. After working P29RO in 2022 | made sure 
to get this All Time New One confirmed as soon 
as possible. This card confirms SSB and FT8 QSOs 
on four bands from 17M up to 10M. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
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A PUBLICATION OF VOMARC, THE VALLEY OF THE MOON 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED W1EJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2023 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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